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Atonement and Reconciliation. — The Expository. Times for September 
explains the difference of meaning between these two words as used in the- 
ology today. Atonement is the means, reconciliation is the result. An 
illustration is taken from Professor Stearns' Present Day Theology: "The 
sinner is separated from God by his guilt, and under punishment. How shall 
he be brought back ? What is needed is reconciliation. It takes two to make 
a quarrel, it also takes two to make up a quarrel. Now, between man and 
God, as between man and man, there can be no reconciliation without atone- 
ment. Some amends must be made for the wrong done, some reparation 
rendered, some satisfaction given. This opens the way for reconciliation, and 
affords a just ground for it." But when the Authorized Version was made, 
nearly three hundred years ago, the two words "atonement" and "reconcilia- 
tion " were synonymous, so that we have katallage in Rom. 5:11 translated 
in the Authorized Version "atonement," but in the Revised Version properly 
changed to "reconciliation." This difference in the meaning of the terms 
should be more carefully noted in theological and homiletical discourse. 

The Gospel of Peter. — A recent article by Rev. John Macpherson reaches 
the following conclusions concerning this interesting document : " There seems 
indeed to be nothing in this fragment to warrant the supposition that the Gos- 
pel of Peter was deliberately prepared with the object of favoring a docetic 
heresy. It is the work of one who had before him our four Gospels, which he 
knew to be generally accepted as authoritative. From these, therefore, he 
drew his materials, giving, however, free play to his imagination in grouping, 
explaining, and amplifying the statement of facts thus obtained. Some pecul- 
iarities of personal taste and feeling are probably enough to account for 
the legendary additions and corresponding modifications of facts and 
arrangements by which his work is differentiated from the canonical Gospels. 
Though extremely interesting as a specimen of an early free paraphrase of 
the evangelical narrative, it furnishes no additional detail such as we might 
expect from a history made up of selections from sources from which the 
selection known to us in the four Gospels was made. The want of any 
steady aim in its divergences from the authoritative sources of church teach- 
ing, what we might call its whimsicality, rendered it unacceptable to any con- 
siderable body either within or without the church." 

Sin without the Body. — The difficult passage 1 Cor. 6:18, "Every sin 
that a man doeth is without the body ; but he that committeth fornication 

375 



376 THE BIBLICAL WORLD. 

sinneth against his own body," is discussed by Rev. A. Robertson, D.D., in 
The Thinker for August. The words of this verse, he says, are added to 
strengthen, sharpen, intensify the abrupt imperative of the preceding verse, 
" Flee fornication." " Sinneth against [not in, or by means of] his own body " 
means, in view of verse 13 ("the body for the Lord and the Lord for the 
body"), to defraud one's own body of its part in Christ, to cut it off from its 
eternal destiny. This fornication does in a unique degree. St. Paul is speak- 
ing relatively, and by way of comparison. No other sin so directly alienates 
the body from Christ, its life and its goal. In Matt. 12:31 Jesus gives a sim- 
ilar character to the sin of blasphemy against the Holy Ghost. Neither there 
nor here is the meaning to be pressed beyond its purpose to an absolute sense. 
But our Lord is laying down that sin against the Spirit is so incomparably less 
pardonable than any other that by comparison with it they may be regarded as 
venial. The same may be true of other sins in given cases, of which Paul 
seems to state one. He merely asserts that other sins stop short of the bale- 
ful import of sensual sin with its direct onslaught on the dominant principle, 
"the body for the Lord." 

The Effect of Inspiration. — A correspondent to The Sunday School Times 
has the idea that inspiration produced in the minds of the New Testament 
writers a first-hand knowledge of all the facts that they have recorded, so 
that they were not dependent upon anyone for their information about things 
which they themselves did not witness. He demands that Bible statements of 
fact be accepted without any attempt to prove their accuracy or show their 
reasonableness. With an admirable patience the editor of the Times replies 
that the exact meaning of inspiration has never been defined in any of the 
church standards, and there could be no agreement upon a definition among 
theologians today. " It is easy, however, to say what inspiration does not 
mean, and what we ought not to understand it to include. Inspiration does 
not enable a man to make up facts to record as true, while it can enable him 
to know the difference between veritable facts and mental fancies. Moses 
was inspired so as to use aright the wisdom of the Egyptians that he had 
gained by study and experience in Egypt. Paul was inspired so as to use 
aright the stores of rabbinical learning that he had acquired in his Jewish 
studies. Luke was inspired so as to tell the truths that he had traced accu- 
rately from the testimony of eyewitnesses concerning Jesus and his ministry, 
as he says himself in the beginning of his Gospel. Luke does not say that he 
was inspired to know historic facts which were not given to him by eye- 
witnesses, or from other authentic sources, as veritable history ; and we have 
no reason to think that he was." 

PauPs Teaching as to the Second Coming of Christ. — In this second 
article of his series in The Expositor Professor J. A. Beet, D.D., says : " The 
second coming of Christ can scarcely be reckoned among the great funda- 
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mental doctrines of the gospel as St. Paul understood it. In the systematic 
exposition of that gospel given in the Epistle to the Romans it has no promi- 
nent place ; and it receives only casual mention in the profound Epistles to the 
Ephesians and to the Colossians. But, while occupying only a subordinate 
place, it is an essential part (Rom. 2 : 16) of the gospel of Paul." " Paul was 
looking for a definite time when Christ will audibly and visibly return from 
heaven to earth, to raise his dead servants, to welcome all his servants dead 
and living into endless and blessed intercourse with himself, and to destroy 
all who refuse to obey the gospel." " He puts himself (1 Cor. 15 : 5 1 ; 1 Thess. 
4:15) among those who will survive the coming of Christ," which " implies 
fairly that the apostle did not know that long ages would elapse between his 
own day and the day of Christ." " The wonderfully rapid progress of the 
kingdom of God during the last twenty-five or thirty years permitted a hope 
that the remaining years of his life might suffice for the appearance and short 
reign of the man of sin, and for his destruction by the appearance of Christ. 
In any case, St. Paul's hope of himself surviving the coming of Christ, which 
finds indefinite expression only in these two passages, is no essential part of 
his plain and abundant and conspicuous teaching that Christ will return to 
raise the dead and to judge all men." 

Is Joel a Unity? — Mr. Vernon Bartlett, in The Expository Times for 
September, urges several things which indicate dual authorship of this book : 
(1) There is no inherent connection between chaps. I : 1-2 : 27 and 2 =28-3 :2i 
(the first two and the last two chapters in the Hebrew). (2) There are certain 
points of apparent affinity between the two parts which might lead to their 
juxtaposition by the second author or editor, a not unusual method in dealing 
with earlier prophecies. (3) Under a dual authorship the meaning given to 
"the day of the Lord " in the first section (2 : 1 f) has received a deeper and 
larger meaning as expounded by the author of the second section (2 : 28, 31 ; 
3 : 1 f). The very heart of the difficulty is that one cannot see the calamity 
of the earlier' part of our book blend into and fuse with that which is the back- 
ground of the later portion. (4) There are certain phases that are peculiar 
to each portion, e. g., " Judah and Jerusalem " are prominent in the second 
section, but totally absent from the first. For the simple " Zion " of the first 
part we find in the second part "Mount Zion and Jerusalem." And the 
" children of Judah" become the explicit subject of deliverance as the "true 
children of Israel." (5) The main argument against a dual origin would rest 
on the degree of unity in style prevading the book. But one might infer 
that the comparative unity of style in Joel is due to a common dependence 
upon earlier models — a dependence, however, which is less marked in the 
first than in the second section ; which fact would suggest that the first section 
was the earlier in date, arising before the habitual study of the prophetic 
classics had had its full effect. (6) This theory of two post-exilic constituent 
elements, the one earlier by an indeterminate period than the other, helps to 
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remove almost the last objection that can be urged by upholders of the ninth 
century theory, which has itself for some time served rather as a refuge from 
critical extravagances than as a satisfying basis for exegesis. 

Recent Catacomb Finds. — Professor Marbuchi has recently issued his report 
of new catacomb discoveries made in Rome, of which quite a number are of 
great interest for the history of early Christian art. In the catacomb S. 
Ermete, one of the oldest of catacombs, but only recently discovered, situated 
about one-half hour from the, Porta Pinciana on the old Via Salaria, the remains 
of a subterranean Basilica have been found containing a number of burial 
galleries. This catacomb, starting with the burial of the martyr Hermes, a 
victim of the persecution of Hadrian, was enlarged during the second and 
third centuries. The name of its first saint had, up to the present, been dis- 
covered only in fragment, namely the word "Herme," on an inscription 
dating from the days of Pope Damasus. Now, however, in the right of the 
apsis of the Basilica, a square room of much older construction, and with a 
marble floor, has been discovered, and in it the remains of an old grave, inlaid 
with marble. This is regarded as the grave of Hermes. With greater cer- 
tainty the graves of two other martyrs, Prothus and Hyacinthus, have been 
identified, the names being discovered in a fresco picture of the sixth century. 
In this room have also been found portions of a poem by the presbyter Theo- 
dorus, cut in marble, as also an inscription stating that a certain Felix had 
built the structure erected over this tomb. In another portion of this chamber 
pictures of the third century were found representing scenes from the scripture 
narratives, such as the feeding of the five thousand, the sacrifice of Isaac, 
the youths in the fiery furnace, Daniel in the lion's den. Above the entrance 
is a veiled female figure symbolizing the soul. Noteworthy, on one of these 
pictures, are three fishes, the well-known monogram of Christ, but here 
grouped in a way never before seen on old Christian monuments. The gal- 
leries here unearthed date from the third and fourth centuries, and contain a 
large number of inscriptions. New and interesting mural pictures have also 
been found in the so-called Greek chapel of the catacombs of Saint Priscilla, 
which is still older than that of Hermes, and contains the grave of the consul 
Acilius Glabrio, a martyr of the first century. This find was made by Mon- 
signore Wiepert, and dates back to the first half of the second century. Its pic- 
tures include also the resurrection of Lazarus and an "Agape " or love feast 

of the early Christians. 

G. H. S. 

The Two-document Hypothesis in tie Synoptic Problem. — Dr. Gloag 
presents this theory of two written sources underlying our first three Gospels, 
in the September issue of The Thinker. It is the theory most favored today, 
advocated by Reuss, Weizsacker, Holtzmann, Weiss, Wendt, Beyschlag, 
Resch, Paul Ewald, Sanday, and others. Professor Holtzmann postulates as 
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the main sources of our Synoptic Gospels (i) the preaching of Peter given by 
Mark, which he formerly regarded as an earlier and fuller document than our 
canonical second Gospel, but now thinks it may have been the same ; (2) the 
Logia, or collection of the Oracles of the Lord, compiled by Matthew, not our 
canonical first Gospel. This document he thinks was restricted to the say- 
ings of Jesus. (However, others maintain that the term Logia may also 
include a narrative element, so that the document was not unlike our Gospels 
— so Bleek, Zahn, Lightfoot). Professor Weiss gives prominence to Mat- 
thew, postulating that Mark not only used the notes of Peter's preaching, but 
had access also to Matthew's Logia. The two documents therefore, in his 
view, are (1) the Logia of Matthew, the earlier ; and (2) the notes of Peter's 
preaching. The three canonical Gospels are all composite, inserting these 
two documents in different proportions. Professor Wendt postulates (1) a 
Gospel of Mark, the earliest of the Gospels, consisting chiefly of the oral 
evangelical discourses of Peter, and used in the composition of both our first 
and third Gospels ; (2) the Logia of Matthew, which underlies our present 
Matthew and Luke, and the text of which Dr. Wendt undertakes to recon- 
struct from these two Gospels. Professor Sanday holds that there was (1) a 
primitive record of incidents of the life of Christ, most nearly represented now 
by our Gospel of Mark, and whose exact relation thereto is yet to be worked out ; 
(2) the Logia of Matthew, containing chiefly the sayings of Christ, which say- 
ings and discourses were employed in the composition of -the present Matthew and 
Luke, and the present first Gospel is the work of another than Matthew, though 
rightly bearing that apostle's name because it incorporated his work. To 
this two-document hypothesis for the solution of the so-called Synoptic prob- 
lem, which has found so large acceptance with scholars, Dr. Gloag does not 
himself subscribe, because he does not believe that two such important and 
renowned documents as the alleged Ur-Marcus and Ur-Matthaeus could 
have been lost had they once existed. He thinks that the well-known state- 
ment of Papias, recorded by Eusebius, that "Matthew wrote the oracles 
(Logia) in the Hebrew language," may be discredited, or may be referred to 
the present first Gospel, which in that case he would probably hold was writ- 
ten both in Aramaic and in Greek. 



